
8. Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael school age 

John 1:43-51 

January 17, 2021 
“Jesus grew both in body and in wisdom.” Luke 2:52 

Greeting 

ASK: When something good happens to us, we can't wait to tell someone about it, 

right? What are things that you get excited about and want to share with others? Did 

something good happen to you this week that you would like to share? (discuss). 

SAY: There are slight differences between the Gospels on how the first disciples were 

called to Jesus. In the Gospel of John, it is written that John the Baptist saw Jesus pass 

and said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" Two of John’s disciples left him to follow Jesus. One 

of them, Andrew, was so excited! He went to find his brother Simon Peter and told him 

that they had found the Messiah.  

(Pick one of the activities below to get you started) 

He Knows You by Name - Crossword 
• Print out the crossword from Sermons4kids. 

• Answer the questions and fill in the blanks. 

Passing the Invitation – Worksheet and Maze 
• Print out the worksheet here 

• Answer the questions at the top from your discussion above and then complete 

the maze.  

EXPLORE  

SAY: Jesus began to gather His own disciples. He called a total of twelve people to 

follow Him. Philip was one of the first who saw Jesus and knew he was the Messiah. 

• Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael – You Tube Video 

Discussion:  

• Who found who in the story?  

• What did Nathanael say when he first heard about Jesus? 

• What did Jesus say to Nathanael when he saw him? 

• What did Jesus mean when he said, “you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man”?  

o (Jesus meant that if Nathanael or Philip or anyone else chooses to follow Jesus 
and learn what Jesus is teaching them, then they will be better able to see who 
God is and what God wants for us. 

• Today’s story shows that Jesus wanted the disciples to follow him and 
learn from him. Jesus is like a window that helps the disciples better see 
and know God. Then the disciples learn how to let God’s light shine 

https://sermons4kids.com/knows_you_by_name_crossword.htm
https://jwl1-8ax22q3bx73botnnnbfo.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/51-W-E.pdf?x42248
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDJWmHa39gQ
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through them so that even more people can see and learn about God. It's 
not just the first disciples who could be windows to God, we can too! We 
can follow Jesus and learn what he taught the disciples about God. We 
are learning to be a window that shines God’s light into the world and 
helps other people see God better. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus who lets your light shine through him which helps 

us see you better. Help us to do the same for others. In Jesus name we pray; Amen.  

Other ideas for today’s lesson 

Tomorrow is Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Sermons4kids has some 

worksheets and games you can do to reflect on his legacy. 

Lantern – Craft (from Christianity Cove) 
Materials Needed: Construction paper (have yellow and orange on hand if you want 
to insert flames) or cardstock, staples, tape, gems, stickers or other decorative items, 
ruler, and marker or colored pencils.  

o Go to the website for detailed instructions on creating this craft.  

o In step 7; you can write, “You are the light of the world” as indicated 

OR “I can shine the light of Jesus” (as related to our Bible story). 

o I would also invite you to write on the lantern slats, how you can 

practice being the light (praying, reading the Bible, showing love to 

others, caring for others, etc.) 

3D Crown – Craft 
(This is from Danielle’s Place and was emailed to families. If you need a copy of the 

pattern, please email me and I will send you one) 

Supplies: Crown template, colored pencils or 

markers, scissors, glue and gems or other 

decorative items for the crown.  

 

https://sermons4kids.com/categories/martin-luther-king-jr-day/resources
http://aproverbs31wife.com/light-of-the-world-paper-lanterns-craft/

